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MLA Works Cited 
 

 
 

“Documentation is the means through which scholarly conversations are recorded, 
and the specifics of those conversations matter.” (MLA Handbook, Fitzpatrick) 

 

 

 

 

 
Author.  Last name, first name (or first 

initial). More than 3—et al., or spell out. 
No stated author: Begin with title. 
 

Title of Source.   

 Book, website:  Title. in italics. 
 Article, webpage, part of a larger 

collection: “Title.” in quotes.  
 

Title of Container, If the source is a part 
of a larger whole, the larger whole is the 

container (journal, TV series, website) title 
in italics. 
 

Other Contributors, Precede name with 
a description of the role: adapted by, 
directed by, translated by, edited by. 
 

Version, Use if the source carries a 
notation of version: edition, unabridged, 

director’s cut.  
 

Number, Volume, issue, sequence, or 

episode/book of a series. 
 

Publisher, The organization primarily 
responsible for making the book, film, 

website available to the public. 
 

Publication Date, If more than one date, 

cite the date that is most relevant to use. 
 

Location.   
 Print works: Page number (p.) or 

range of pages (pp.)  
 Electronic works: URL or DOI 

(preferred for article) 
 

Cite to show your research, credit authors, and help readers find your sources. 
 



 

Book  
 

Format Author(s). Title of source. Publisher, Publication date. 

Author(s). Title of source. Version, Publisher Publication date, Location. 

Print 
book 

 
 

e-book 

 
no 

author 
stated 

Jacobs, Alan. The Pleasures of Reading in an Age of Distraction. Oxford 

University Press, 2011. 

Burkhardt, Joanna M. Teaching Information Literacy Reframed: 50+ 

Framework-Based Exercises for Creating Information-Literate Learners. 

E-book, ALA Neal-Schuman, 2016. EBSCOhost eBook Collection. 

Beowulf. Translated by Alan Sullivan, edited by Sarah Anderson, Pearson, 

2004. 

 

Chapter in a Book (Part in a Series) 
 

Format Author(s). “Title of source.” [chapter title] Title of container, [book title] Other 

contributors [Editors], Number [chapter, episode], Publisher, 

Publication date, Location [pages]. 

Example Alter, Alan. “The Ingredients of Behavioral Addiction.” Irresistible: The Rise of 

Addictive Technology, Penguin Press, 2017, pp 27-32. 

 

Entry in a Reference Source 
 

Format Author(s). “Title of Source” [entry]. Title of container [encyclopedia], Other 

contributors  [editors], Version [Edition],  Number [Volume], 

Publisher, Publication date, Location [pages, URL, DOI]  

Examples Spencer, Johnathan. “Marxism and Anthropology.” Routledge Encyclopedia of 

Social and Cultural Anthropology, edited by Alan Barnard and Jonathan 

Spencer, Second edition, Routledge, 2010, pp.446-449. 

 

https://whatcom-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=WHATCOM_ALMA5130603730002827&context=L&vid=WHATCOM&lang=en_US&search_scope=EVERYTHING&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=default_tab&query=any,contains,teaching%20information%20literacy%20reframed&sortby=rank&offset=0
https://whatcom-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=WHATCOM_ALMA5130603730002827&context=L&vid=WHATCOM&lang=en_US&search_scope=EVERYTHING&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=default_tab&query=any,contains,teaching%20information%20literacy%20reframed&sortby=rank&offset=0


 

 http://library.whatcom.edu   Research Help (360) 383-3285
 

 

Article in a Journal or a Newspaper 
 

Format Author(s). “Title of source.” [article title]. Title of container, [journal title] 

Number [volume, issue] Publication date, Location, page, URL, DOI 

(preferred). 

Example Lever, Aldo. “Liberalism, Democracy, and the Ethics of Voting.” Politics, vol. 

29, no. 3, 2009, pp. 223-227. doi:10.1111/j.1467-9256.2009.01359. 

 

Page from a Web Site 
  

Format Author(s). “Title of source.” [page name] Title of container, [website name] 

Publication date, [if available] Location, [URL if the reader can’t easily 

find it], Date of access. [if no publication date]   

Example Roser, Max, and Estebgan Ortiz-Ospina. “Literacy.” Our World In Data, 20 Sep 

2018, ourworldindata.org/literacy.  

 

Video or Image on a Webpage (e.g. YouTube)  
 

Format Contributor(s), contributor’s role. “Title of source.” [video/art title]  

 
Title of container, [website] Publication date, Location [URL].  

Examples University of Chicago. “European Cartographers and the Ottoman World, 

1500—1750” [Video file]. YouTube, 12 Dec 2007, Retrieved from 

http://www.youtube.com/watchz. 

Vincent van Gogh, artist. “Starry Night.” MoMA Learning, 1889, retrieved 

10 Jan 2018. 

 
 Use the title Works Cited centered at the top of the page for your bibliography 

 Alphabetize by author last name, use a hanging indent, and double-space 

 End Author and Title of source in a period. String together the other elements with 

commas and end the entire citation with a period 

https://www.moma.org/learn/moma_learning/artists/#vincent_van_gogh
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